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ContentsEditor’s Note

COMMITMENT

Can be daunting.

Is about taking risks... risks that don’t always pay off.

Commitment takes trust and often courage.

Commitment takes time… and time is worth it.

Commitment can be fun, healthy, admirable.

To commit is to challenge, to respect, reward, and to be brave.

Commitment is being, doing, believing.

Ms Angela Barnes
Editor



Principal’s Message
Commitment to anything, or more accurately maintaining it, is 
arguably one of life’s greatest challenges. Yet it remains one 
of the most critically important ingredients that can lead to 
success. Does it require special skills to have such a quality? 
No. Do only special people demonstrate such a talent? No. 
Can you build and prioritise commitment in your life? Yes.

It helps if there is an environment that supports one’s 
endeavours to be committed. The beauty of this is that at 
AISM the stars are all there to be aligned - individuals just 
need to recognise this and make the most of all that is on 
offer. To a large extent this occurs but could we do more even 
when the going gets a little tough and challenging? You bet 
we each can! All of us have the extra inch we could push from 
time-to-time. 

I have often said that AISM has special, somewhat intangible 
qualities that have enormous appeal. The staff and students 
appear very much to enjoy relationships that often bridge 
that of the traditional teacher/student definition and offer a 
more collegial, cooperative and team centred approach. The 
facilities are generous without being extravagant but create 
a comfortable ambience for effective engagement and study 
that should lead to successful outcomes. The grounds are 
appealing and adequate, again without necessarily being 
overly extensive. A broad range of co-curricular, sporting, 
cultural and special interest undertakings are on offer as well 
as the numerous opportunities to travel, challenge oneself 
and generally make each post a winner in one’s life at the 
school. And the real appeal of this, in my view, is that all this is 
available to students and staff alike!

Nothing that I have mentioned, however, is of greater 
significance or has a more influential impact in the general 
scheme of things than the ongoing commitment displayed by 
the Taylors Schools Group and Governors, staff, parents and 
students, each of whom is an integral cog in the operations 
of this school, and their dedication to being a constant in 
making this place as special as it is. This is what I am referring 
to when I mention maintaining commitment - without it a 
school would simply whither and be just another place to get 

an education, nothing special, soulless in a sense, just a set of 
buildings with some teachers and students getting about their 
daily lives without any real zest for an exploration of the huge 
possibilities inherent in life here. 

I therefore encourage you, our students especially, to commit 
to achieving your personal best, commit to teamwork, 
cooperation and positive contributions, commit to extending 
your inherent skills and interests beyond comfort levels that 
are unchallenged and commit to carving genuine, unique 
and special pathways that will lead to successful futures for 
yourselves, the community of which you are a part and our 
school. With an ongoing commitment by each individual, 
success on a personal and collective scale is the most likely 
outcome. In a sense this is the bond that facilitates these 
endless possibilities.
 
I offer my most sincere and genuine thanks to all that make up 
this wonderful school. I hope that, despite its imperfections, 
the community of AISM can continue to make it the special 
place that it is through maintaining the positive undertakings, 
actions and continued commitments necessary to uphold all 
for which it stands. Personally, I am really very disappointed 
to have to leave under the circumstances that have made my 
departure necessary - it was never my intention that it would 
all end this way. I have loved every moment of my time with 
you and feel particularly fortunate to have been afforded the 
privilege of being Principal, albeit for a period well short of 
what I had hoped it would be.

I look forward to seeing and hearing of our young people 
taking their place as leaders in our global community. I am 
more than confident they will be.

With best wishes and yours in commitment.

Tim Waley
Principal
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Head of Junior 
School Message

Head of Middle 
& Senior School 
Message

Reflections as new Head of Junior School...
In Term 3, I joined a school of distinction - of that I am sure! 
I discovered a school that is the whole package - a school 
committed to excellence in academics - excellence in well 
being and 100% engagement for all. There is a positive energy 
that runs through AISM that is contagious, exciting and 
empowering. At AISM - we explore strong academic rigour 
through our curiosity, passion and wonder!

Providing AISM students with the right balance is about 
empowering our students to be thinkers, risk takers, leaders 
and decision makers. 

In Term 4 we introduced an investigative program that was 
inclusive of all students. A thinking enrichment program 
designed to stretch minds and expand thinking skills, the aim 
is for each student was to investigate, question, and explore 
an area that interests them with support and guidance. 

Year 4 were involved in creating authentic personalised 
learning projects to develop agency of their learning - Passion 
Projects where the students could choose their question and 
investigate in a variety of ways the solution.

Year 2’s Genius Hour was inquiry-based, student-directed 
learning, giving students an opportunity to look at the world 
and explore their unique interests.

In 2020 we look forward to providing opportunities for all 
students across all grades to;

• follow their passion

• Conduct a cross-curricular project

• Track and reflect on their learning 

AISM ensures our students are engaged and 
excited to be at school.
Year 1 wanted to build a zoo next door. The students surveyed 
the block, investigated Malaysian animals and decided that 
they could make it happen; looking into sustainable practices, 
appropriate animals and fauna. They created a plan and 
designed a sustainable garden - a learning journey that was 
based on curriculum, student engagement and problem 
solving - well done Year 1!

The wonderful achievements and milestones of our Middle and 
Senior Schools at AISM in 2019 are celebrated in this Yearbook. 
Our students and families have constantly demonstrated a 
commitment to living life fully and the importance of being 
provided with an outstanding education at our School. Our 
aim has also been to ensure that when other new people 
join our community, they assimilate quickly and embrace our 
philosophies and warm community;  and this has proven to 
be the case for new staff and students to the School this year.

Schools are very busy places and AISM is no exception. There 
are a significant number of opportunities for enrichment; our 
students have continued this year to engage in a multitude 
of activities. From academic competitions such as World 
Scholar’s Cup and THIMUN, to sporting and other CCA 
activities; our involvement pleasingly increases in standard 
and number every year.

Success in these spheres has continued to grow too. This year 
the World Scholar’s Cup team achieved phenomenal results; 
THIMUN was a fabulously successful experience; Debating, 
Language Perfect, Mathematical and Scientific Competitions 
abounded (for example, our talented Mathematics students 
who won many gold medals in Malaysia), and so on….well 
done to all students involved.

The sporting and CCA programs allow our students to enrich 
their school life in ways other than pure academics. Our 
sporting achievements have been impressive, both individually 
and in our team sports. What pleases most, though, is that our 
students are able to “give things a go” and do so happily. Be 
it at the class level, House carnivals, Inter-School sport, State 
or International levels when we hosted the AISA games, AISM 
students are known for outperforming larger cohorts and 
“having a go”.

It was also pleasing to see leadership skills developing 
amongst our students who took on responsibilities in these 
arenas. Our Arts, Community, Events and Sports Prefects 
performed admirably in their roles - alongside the House 
Captains. Additionally, our Middle and Senior Vice and School 
Captains contributed enormously. I am continuously amazed 
and very proud of their significant contributions and efforts to 
represent the School with dignity and strength of character, 
and really enjoyed working with our different leadership 
teams this year.

Our School was founded with a strong vision to provide a 
holistic education for our students. The opportunities in the 
Creative and Performing Arts have supported this ideal, and 
we thank all of the Creative Arts staff for their wonderful 
support to our arts offerings. Our school also believes strongly 
in the importance of Service Learning. It is important that our 
students are aware of those less fortunate than themselves 
and have a desire to give back to community. Our Giving Tree 
and Chin Projects are but examples of this important facet of 
our student development.

Our Year 12 HSC graduates will hopefully look back on their 
exam stresses and wipe them away as they remember the 
opportunities and events that helped shape their learning 
journeys. One of the year group’s legacies is a continued 
strengthening of our student leadership program.

How fortunate our students are, then, to be educated in this 
dynamic environment! The American politician and religious 
leader, Brigham Young, stated that “Education is the power 
to think clearly, the power to act well in the world’s work, and 
the power to appreciate life”. Our hope is that our students 
appreciate their opportunities and seize them truly in a bid to 
use their knowledge and wisdom to appreciate life. Our school 
is fortunate to have so many dedicated and experienced 
teachers who work closely with the students; I am grateful to 
them all for their efforts in pursuing excellence in every arena. 
It can be seen clearly in the pages of this book that the Middle 
and Senior School students and staff have spread their power 
in achieving this world’s work!

Ivan McLean
Head of Middle and Senior Schools

Parsley, Sage, Rosemary and Thyme - Year 2 students began 
by exploring the different types of herbs and researching what 
they need in order to survive. After smelling various herbs, 
each group was instructed to plant seeds and test the best 
growth conditions. In groups, they designed a greenhouse 
that would cater for the needs of the herbs and allow them 
to grow well. 

AISM involves the students in learning that 
is visible, requires thinking, reflecting, and 
purposeful interaction
In Foundation the students became avid problem solvers - 
The problem posed -  ‘Year 4 students’ legs are getting sore 
walking all their heavy books up the stairs, but they are not 
allowed to use the lift. How can we help them?’ - Foundation 
engineered a pulley system involving lots of trial and error, lots 
of experimenting and persistence, and developing problem 
solving skills through construction based activities. 

“Scientific Inquiry Spectacular” saw Year 5 on a scientific 
journey like no other! They were split into working teams and 
had to pitch a design to an international set of millionaires. 
Each team had to work together to design, produce, test and 
evaluate their food delivery box. 

Students developed strong research skills, better 
communication and interaction skills and strengthened their 
knowledge whilst progressing their organisation and time 
management skills.

AISM ensures students are challenged and 
provided with opportunities to explore, extend, 
excel and investigate beyond the usual!

“Tell me and I’ll forget. Show me 
and I’ll remember. Involve me and I’ll 
understand.” - Confucius

Making learning authentic and real to life is proven to engage 
students effectively - Year 1 conducted a massive investigation. 
Someone had broken the coffee machine, a problem that had 
to be solved, so they investigated and researched machines, 
old and new, purpose and how they work - then solved the 
problem using books, creating and conducting interviews with 
people in other countries. The students acquired investigative 
and research skills, many communication tools, and learnt a 
great deal about machines and their purpose.

Google Earth - Year 2 focused on the importance of recycling 
and how the environment is affected by pollution. The 
provocation, where we covered the multi purpose room with 
rubbish, generated lots of discussion and interest about global 
warming and these topics became the main focus for their 
research project. 

2019 has been a year of success for our students. AISM is 
constantly striving to grow students of personal greatness 
and intellectual character. I look forward to 2020, the learning 
adventures that lie ahead for each of us and our future 
discoveries and achievements.

“Do not follow where the path may 
lead. Go instead where there is no path 
and leave a trail”.  - Harold R McAlindon

Michelle Chaplin
Head of Junior School
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Middle & Senior School CaptainsJunior School
Captains

When I was elected as a school captain, I felt very happy and 
proud that my peers trusted me to help lead the school. This 
whole year has been amazing! Hosting assemblies, collecting 
house points, having meetings, it has all been amazing. Being 
able to lead the Junior School has been a pleasure. 

Abhigyan Ravichandran
Junior School Vice Captain

Being a captain has been an unforgettable experience. 
Directing assemblies, helping students, seeing smiles on 
children’s faces, it’s been amazing. I’ve been able to lead and 
help students excel. Being a captain has had some hard times, 
but it was all worth it. I will really miss being Captain.

Edith Hickson 
Junior School Captain

When I was elected a Captain, I couldn’t even begin to fathom 
how great it would be. It has been a great privilege and a 
highlight of my years in the Junior School. Learning new skills, 
meeting new people, helping children with their problems 
and above all listening to others perspectives and opinions 
have been a very special honour. Yes, it is a big responsibility; 
however, I encourage everybody to have a go, Sometimes we 
don’t realise we have the capacity to lead until we put our 
hand up. Of course it can be challenging and difficult at times 
but it is definitely worth the journey. Good luck to the next 
group of school leaders!

Ignatius Jones
Junior School Captain

Being a junior school leader has been a learning experience 
and has taught me to listen to others and communicate with 
my peers. I will miss being a leader in Junior School but I am 
also very excited to move up to Middle School with all my 
friends and have a great time. 

Hauani Epetahui
Junior School Vice Captain

Chairs Committee

Middle School Leadership

Senior School Captains

Middle School Captains
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English 
Junior School

10 AISM YEARBOOK 2019 11AISM YEARBOOK 2019

ACADEMIC DEPARTMENTSACADEMIC DEPARTMENTS



English
Middle &
Senior School
The study of English is so much more than verbs, nouns and 
adjectives; it is an insight into the minds and hearts of those 
who have come before us and the imaginative predictions of 
what is yet to come.

‘Knowledge is problematic’ is at the core of our English 
literature instruction at AISM. Students do more than act 
as passive readers and viewers, they explore how meaning 
is created and the importance of the context during that 
creation. Through conceptual based programs, our students 
become critical thinkers and independent learners ready to 
explore their world.

Every student has the opportunity to explore a variety of 
texts such as; classic texts, poetry, film, non-fiction and 
Shakespearean texts, both for enjoyment and understanding. 
This exporation deepens their understanding of themselves 
and the wider world. 

In 2020 Middle school Extension English will begin, enabling 
students to explore literary areas of interest through extended 
critical and creative responses to great works of literature, the 
likes of; William Shakespeare, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Mary 
Shelly, Thomas Hardy, and many more greats. This will prepare 
students for the Advanced and Extension English courses in 
Stage Six.

Lisa Young
Head of English MSS

“Literature is the one place in any 
society where, within the secrecy 

of our own heads, we can hear 
voices talking about everything 

in every possible way.”
- Salman Rushdie

“With a library you are free, not 
confined by temporary political 

climates. It is the most democratic 
of institutions because no one 
- but no one at all - can tell you 

what to read and when and how.” 
- Doris Lessing

“What is now proved was 
once only imagined.”

- William Blake

“Imagination is more important than 
knowledge. Knowledge is limited. 
Imagination encircles the world.”

- Albert Einstein
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The IESC program provides international 
students with social and intensive, 
academic English language instruction. 
This year, 12 students from 4 countries 
were enrolled. At the end of their time 
in the IESC program, students are better 
equipped with the English language 
skills necessary for mainstream classes. 
The IESC classroom is a wonderful place 
to see students conversing in their own 
language while learning, learning about 
each other, and developing as more 
confident speakers of English.

Ms Verity Epetahui & 
Mr Marshall Kennedy

QUOTES:

“First I came to AISM I was excited to 
be going to another school. I was scared 
and nervous a little bit and then I met 
a boy, his name is Samuel he was nice. 
He tell me all things about the school. 
Nuohan and Ji Woo help me to know 
about IESC. I know Mr Marshall, Ms 
Verity and Ms Kelly and a few teachers 
they teach me English and make me 
good in English in speaking and writing 
and listening. Thank you AISM for your 
good teachers.” 

- Mohannad Moemen Mohammed 
Mahmoud Elagouz زوجعلا دومحم دمحم نمؤم دنهم

“I’ve learned a lot in IESC, and I’ve made 
a lot of friends. At first I can’t do anything, 
because I can’t talk with people. When I 
first came to AISM I don’t know anyone. 
My mother was very worried about my 
English, and I didn’t have any friends at 
the time, but when I came to IESC, Mr 
Marshall, Ms Verity help me, teach me 
English, and other teachers: Ms Young, 
Ms Kelly and Ms Katrina. They helped my 
English become better every day. From 
the beginning I dare not know how to 
speak with people to make new friends. 
But now I have so many friends, and I 
can talk with them, I am more cheerful.” 

- Nuohan Yu 于诺涵

“Hello l am Terry l come from China 
and l am in 6M. Let me tell you about 
my experience when I came to AISM. 
First I came to this school l was feeling 
strange about everything here. l was so 
shy, every teacher and students speak 
English but l don’t understand English. 
My mother is worried about me. I learn 
a lot at home and do a lot of homework 
and in IESC now my English is better. 
Next term l will leave IESC and go into 
mainstream.” 

- Terry Huang 黄霆轩

“Hello. I was a quiet person so I couldn’t 
speak at all, but I came to IESC to learn 
a lot of English and to hear a lot. I want 
to keep trying to speak a lot of English! 
I want to do my best in other subjects.” 

- Rion Hoshino 星野 莉音

“I haven’t been at IESC for a long time, 
but now I can make friends who can 
speak casually. I’m shy, but the teachers 
can help me in IESC. Thanks to that I 
have come to like English and want to 
improve. I hope that I will continue to 
go forward step by step by listening, 
speaking, writing, reading and learning 
English everyday, and that I can return to 
my teacher by speaking English well.” 

- Keisuke Ito 伊藤 啓介 

Intense English
Support Class
Middle & Senior School

Mathematics
Junior School
Junior School Mathematicians explore and solve problems in 
the world around them, through hands-on learning experiences 
in Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, Statistics 
and Probability, and Working Mathematically. 

Every learner in our Junior School is a mathematician. They 
are able to use strategies and techniques to grapple with 
tricky number relationships and analyse their justifications 
and explanations. We do not get down in the dumps if our 
answer is initially incorrect, we learn from it! Did you know 
that some mathematicians such as Sofia Kovalevskaia and 
Archimedes, spent their entire lives attempting to solve some 
extremely challenging equations?
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KL Junior Maths Competition
Twelve students from Years 7 and 8 took part in this 
competition at BSKL. Yeu Joe Cheun won an Individual Year 8 
Silver Medal. The team of Yeu Joe Cheun, Olivier Tan, Hayley 
Saw were the winners of the Dragon Maths (relay) round.

SASMO (Singapore and Asian Schools 
Mathematics Olympiad)
Gold Award : Lucas Yip Zhen-Yu, Yeu Joe Cheun,  
                        Kian Mun Lam, Kah Yin Ip, Mia Tan

Silver Award : Haiyue Li, Yao Ming Lee, Yuin Yie Wong

Bronze Award : Sze Jia Hor, Hayley Cassandra Hay Ee Yap,  
  Eliza Tan

Mathematics Junior School continued... “Mathematicians aren’t people who 
find maths easy, they’re people who 
enjoy how hard it is.”
This quote may be perpetuating the myth but no matter what 
level of mathematics you are studying, the content should 
challenge and extend you. It is particularly pleasing to hear our 
talented students talk of the joy they feel when they conquer 
a difficult question, but it is equally pleasing to see students 
who find mathematics challenging also making progress with 
problems they find difficult.

In 2019, the Year 12 Mathematics Standard class will sit the 
first HSC examination in this course. The new courses for 
Mathematics Advanced and Mathematics Extension have 
commenced in Year 11 this year. We have continued to run 
extension classes in Years 8 and 9, where we aim to both 
enrich and extend our students, challenging them to think 
at a broader and deeper level. Many of these students have 
successfully participated, with success, in many mathematics 
competitions. It is anticipated that a group of Year 10 students 
will commence Year 11 Mathematics Advanced in 2020.

Mathematics
Middle & Senior School

We have continued to expand our involvement in enrichment activities and have participated in many exciting competitions. 
The competitions have been embraced by our students and they have achieved exceptional results. Some of these included:

SEAMC (South-East Asia 
Mathematics Competition)
Nine students from Years 8 and 9  travelled to Ho Chi Minh City, 
Vietnam to participate in SEAMC. It was a fun and exciting two 
days at ISHCMC and the students had a wonderful time. Kah 
Yin Ip, Megan Yap, Yeu Joe Cheun and Kian Mun Lam each won 
a “Golden Ticket” which is an invitation to participate in the 
World Mathematics Championship in Melbourne.
 
Medals were also awarded in the following categories:
Challenge : Kah Yin Ip (silver), Yeu Joe Cheun (silver)

Collaboration : Kian Mun Lam (gold), Yuin Yie Wong (bronze)

Creativity : Kah Yin Ip (gold), Yeu Joe Cheun (silver),  
  Megan Yap (bronze)

Strategy : Kian Mun Lam (gold)
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AMT Mathematics Challenge for Young 
Australians (MCYA)
This competition allowed students to engage in extended and 
challenging problem solving, completing 6 questions during a 
4 week period (4 questions for Year 6). 

High Distinction :  Eliza Tan, Kai Qing Ong, Yeu Joe Cheun,  
  Kah Yin Ip

Distinction :  Lucas Yip Zhen-Yu, Aiman Akmal Hakim,  
  Alice Tan, Yuin Yie Wong, Mia Tan

Credit :  Hanz Lee, Megan yap

AMC (Australian Mathematics Competition) 
High Distinction : Shao Zhe Loh (99th percentile),  
  Lucas Yip Zhen-Yu (98)

Distinction :  Yeu Joe Cheun (97), Mia Tan (95),  
  Derek Han (92), Kai Qing Ong (91),  
  Olivier Tan (86), Jia Wan Chan (84)

A further 19 students received Credits and 12 students received 
a Proficiency award.  

IJMO (International Junior  
Mathematics Olympiad)
Gold : Yeu Joe Cheun

Silver : Lucas Yip Zhen-Yu, Shao Zhe Loh

Honourable  
Mention : Olivier Tan, Mia Tan

Kangaroo Mathematics Competition
Round 1
Gold : Haiyue Li, Lucas Yip Zhen-Yu, Shao Zhe Loh,  
  Yeu Joe Cheun, Kian Mun Lam, Kah Yin Ip

Silver : Aiman Akmal Hakim, Megan Yap, 
  Hayley Cassandra Hay Ee Yap,   
  Mia Tan, Yuin Yie Wong

Bronze :  Sze Jia Hor, Kai Qing Ong, Yao Ming Lee

Honourable  
Mention :  Eliza Tan, Alice Tan

Round 2
High Distinction :  Lucas Yip Zhen-Yu, Shao Zhe Loh,  
    Yeu Joe Cheun

Round 3
Cadet 3rd Place : Yeu Joe Cheun

Science
Junior School

Mathematics Middle & Senior School continued...

Plants need which gas to perform 
photosynthesis? Not sure of the answer, 
ask one of our clever thinking Junior 
School scientists. 

Through weekly lessons in our well-
resourced science laboratory, our learners 
understand not only important science 
concepts and processes, they also explore 
the practices used in order to develop a 
rich scientific knowledge. 

Our Australian Curriculum supports 
learners to pursue any career in science 
- whether they dream of becoming an 
astrophysicist, a biochemist, or perhaps a 
job that has not even been thought of yet.

AMT MCYA Enrichment Stage
Students who performed well in the Mathematics Challenge 
were invited to enter the Enrichment stage. The problems are 
more complex and challenging and our students approached 
them with enthusiasm. 

High Distinction :  Lucas Yip Zhen-Yu, Yeu Joe Cheun

Distinction :  Kai Qing Ong, Kah Yin Ip, Alice Tan

Credit :  Kian Mun Lam, Megan Yap, Mia Tan,  
  Yuin Yie Wong

AIMO (Australian Intermediate  
Mathematics Olympiad)
This four-hour examination is for talented mathematics 
students up to Year 10 level. Five Year 9 students and two Year 
8 students participated in this challenging competition and it 
was wonderful to see them engaged for the entire four hours. 

High Distinction :  Yeu Joe Cheun

Credit :  Kian Mun Lam, Megan Yap, Mia Tan,  
  Yuin Yie Wong

AMO (American Mathematics Olympiad)
Gold : Yeu Joe Cheun, Kah Yin Ip

Silver : Hayley Cassandra Hay Ee Yap, Lucas Yip Zhen-Yu,  
   Olivier Tan, Megan Yap, Yuin Yie Wong, Mia Tan

Bronze : Kian Mun Lam, Yao Ming Lee, Alice Tan

Malaysian International Mathematics Olympiad
Four Year 6 students Sze Jia Hor, Lucas Yip Zhen-Yu, Aiman 
Akmal Hakim, and Haiyue Li attended this event which 
was held in November. The Olympiad consisted of both an 
individual section and a team section. 

Yeu Joe Cheun 
Joe is an amazingly talented and passionate mathematician 
who has achieved exceptional results and won awards in 
a vast array of mathematics competitions this year. Joe 
performed with distinction in a number of these events. 
In SASMO, he received a gold medal and was the top-ranked 
Year 8 student in Malaysia. In the Kangaroo Mathematics 
Competition, Joe received the highest award in rounds 1 and 
2, making it to the third round where he finished 3rd in his 
division within Malaysia. Joe received a gold medal in the 
American Mathematics Olympiad where he was the third-
placed Year 8 student overall. In the Asian Science and Maths 
Olympiad (ASMO) national round, Joe received the only gold 
medal and was invited to represent Malaysia in the ASMO 
International. He also participated in the World Mathematics 
Invitational in Japan where he won a gold medal.
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Science Junior School continued...

Science
Middle & Senior School
Since joining AISM at the start of this year I have been 
hugely impressed with the passion and enthusiasm of our 
Science and Technology teachers and support staff. They are 
dedicated professionals who care deeply about their students 
and the importance of a high quality Science and Technology 
education.

It has been an exciting year and our students have studied 
a range of contemporary subjects in the fields of Science 
and Technology. The highlight of the year was without 
doubt Science week and the STEM Showcase in Term 3. The 
planning and thinking around this event started in January 
and we wanted to make sure that Science Week and the STEM 
showcase was both student led and an authentic learning 
experience for all. It was fantastic to see our Middle and Senior 
School students leading and teaching our Junior School 
students, all the way from ELC to Year 5, in STEM activities 
throughout the week. We all know that to be able to teach 
effectively, you need a deep understanding of your subject. So 
the challenge to our students was to apply and communicate 
their learning to teach their younger peers about some of the 
fun and exciting aspects of Science and Technology and what 
they have to look forward to when they join us in the future. 

A major focus this year in Science was helping our students 
develop effective study habits as they move through their 
secondary education. Research shows that effective note 
taking for students improves their study skills and raises their 
overall academic performance. Students who develop a clear 
and concise method of note taking will have testable material 
in front of them for revision and will reap the rewards of this.  
Weekly study notes were a compulsory homework item for 

all Science classes from Years 6-10. The Cornell notes system 
used is simple and effective because it requires students to 
summarise important information and concepts in their own 
words; therefore, they process the information in a way that 
they understand and can easily refer back to and use for 
their revision. This system will continue into the future and I 
am confident that in the years to come both AISM and our 
students will reap the rewards of this initiative.

Along with Narelle Thwaites (STEM Teacher, AISM) and Sue 
Pike (AISNSW), I have had the great pleasure of working with 
the Junior School teachers this year, to design and implement 
the new K-6 Science and Technology syllabus for AISM. There 
is no doubt in my mind that with these passionate teachers 
and their commitment to STEM education, our Junior School 
students will have a significant advantage in the development 
of their scientific thinking skills, creativity and innovation.

At the end of this academic year we say farewell to Alison 
Brand, who has been a key member of the Science department 
for the last 4 years. Alison has taught HSC Chemistry and 
Biology as well as Middle School Science. Alison has been a 
hugely respected member of staff at AISM and has made a 
significant contribution to the Science department and to the 
quality of the education her students received. She will be 
sorely missed but we wish the Brands all the best as they head 
back to Australia for the next chapter of their lives. 

Mark Doyle 
Head of Science and Technology
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Information Software
Technology & Software
Development and Design
Middle & Senior School

Science Middle & Senior School continued...

Across the middle and senior school years, students in 
Information Software Technology (IST) and Software 
Development and Design (SDD) have stretched their 
creativity, knowledge, and understanding in the development 
of software and systems solutions.

The focus in 2019 has been on coding & robotics in Year 7, 
games programming and databases in Years 9 and 10, and 
object oriented programming using Java in Year 12.
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Design & 
Technology
Middle & Senior School

New Facilities in Design & Technology

2019 has been a year of huge change and development in 
the Design & Technology area. The biggest luxury afforded 
the subject was tripling the storage available to the faculty 
with an expanded outdoor learning space and 3 new storage 
sheds. This new space has opened up more space outside for 
larger or messier project work and allows our Year 7 Growing 
Solutions unit a space to monitor their plants growing. Moving 
projects and supplies into dedicated facilities outside we have 
been able to increase the internal usable space for our design 
equipment and manufacturing processes. The dedicated 
computer lab continues to be used heavily, with programs 
such as Adobe Illustrator and Autodesk Fusion continuing to 
be popular software tools. Inside the computer lab a clean 
working space was also created for the many students who 
are now experimenting with textile projects. The purchase of 
three 3D printers this year now allows us to print larger models 
and multiple pieces at a time, something our Year 12s found 
extremely useful in the prototyping stages of their major 
projects. The Design and Technology team are committed to 
ensuring that AISM students are being prepared for the future 
of design, innovation and problem solving as we look forward 
to introducing new ideas again in 2020.

Project Time 

2019 has once again been a fun year with lots of exploratory 
and collaborative learning. Our students have been committed 
to extending themselves and their design through research, 
experimentation, prototyping their ideas, and developing their 
products to an excellent level. Our Year 7’s built models of 
future growing solutions, whilst our Year 8 continued to design 
super-fast F1 Cars using CAD/CAM technologies followed by 
fun interactive wooden toys. Working with the Junior School, 
Year 8 sought ideas for younger clients whilst some of the 
senior students in Year 11 designed products to improve the 
workspace for teachers and other members of the AISM 
community. Years 9 & 10 made some wonderful lights using 
a range of materials and processes and then transferred to 
using digital design skills as they built Tiny Houses. Year 12 as 
always continued their commitment to independent learning 
as they pursued their capstone projects in the form of Major 
Design Projects. Our senior students also helped out with 
judging at the SE-Asian Regional Finals for F1 in Schools which 
was hosted at AISM. We’ve also been on some excursions to 
see Louis Vuitton’s interactive product design display and had 
Curtin University bring a Built Environment workshop to our 
students. 
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Humanities &
Social Sciences
Junior School

Have you ever wondered what Kuala Lumpur looked like 
200 years ago? Or perhaps why the number of sea turtles 
surrounding Tioman Island have decreased so rapidly over the 
years? Studying Humanities and Social Sciences in the Junior 
School helps students begin their journey towards becoming 
critically thoughtful, informed global citizens who have the 
skills they will need to solve problems, present their ideas, and 
communicate their understanding about the ever-changing 
world around them.

In Years 3-6 we additionally study Civics and Citizenship which 
provides opportunities for our learners to become active and 
informed citizens in a global context.

Our learners collaborate and discuss what is happening within 
and beyond our school grounds. They have explored life in 
other countries, changes in time to famous landmarks, and 
explored sacred sites. Interviews have taken place between our 
learners and grandparents, scientists, dentists, and engineers. 
Look out world, our inquisitive Junior School learners are 
coming for you!
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Humanities &
Social Sciences
Middle & Senior School

In the humanities we explore many different aspects of 
human society and culture. From understanding our 
connection with the world around us, to reflecting on how 
our past influences our decisions today, the humanities 
allow us to understand others through their languages, 
histories and cultures. 

Humanities students build skills in writing and critical 
reading as well as encouraging us to think creatively. 
Humanities subjects teach us to ask questions about our 
world.

“The arts and humanities are vastly 
more important in troubled times.”
- Jim Leach (American academic and former politician) 
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The Arts - Music
Middle & Senior School

The Arts - Drama
Middle & Senior School
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Students in Year 6 learned 
to use shape, tone, texture 
and colour through the 
study of trees in charcoal, 
acrylic paint and wire, as 
well as animal studies in clay. 
These were displayed as a 
‘Rainforest Installation’.

Year 7 began with batik 
paintings and progressed to 
three dimensional caricature 
portraits.

Initial life studies in pencil 
and charcoal informed the 
Year 8 studies of the human 
form in action. Compositions 
in acrylic led to wire and 
mod-rock, three dimensional 
figures. The focus in Term 
3 was lino, block printing of 
designs inspired by French 
Polynesian and Maori tattoos. 
In celebration of Deepavali, 
each class designed and 
made a mandala. The final 
project of the year was a 
comic strip illustrating a short 
story in four to six frames.

Year 9 & 10 began with 
the study of Malaysian shop 
fronts inspired by the well 
known watercolourists from 
Penang and Singapore. Term 
2 saw Year 9 and 10 studying 
both elements of art and 
music in preparation for their 

Visual Interpretation of Music. 
The focus in Term 3 was Clay 
Expression. Year 9 worked on 
expressing the human head in 
clay, while Year 10 worked on 
expressive hand movements 
in clay. In Term 4, Year 9 
and 10 collaborated in the 
production of a fashion event 
showcasing their wearable 
art creations and a series of 
fashion photographs. 
 
Year 11 began with a 
series of mini workshops to 
familiarise them with a range 
of techniques, artists and art 
movements, including screen 
printing, portraiture and 
design. In Term 2 students 
studied the works of the 
Dadaists and Surrealists, 
Marcel Duchamp, Salvador 
Dali and Magritte leading to 
Surrealist compositions. This 
was followed by Postmodern 
works in Term 3. 

Year 12 focussed on their 
major HSC projects, which 
were inspired by concepts 
that resonated on a personal 
level with each student. 

The Arts 
- Visual Arts
Middle & Senior School
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Photography for me is not looking, 
it’s feeling. If you can’t feel what you’re 
looking at, then you’re never going to 
get others to feel anything when they 
look at your pictures. 

- Don McCullin

This year in Photography we focussed on experimenting with 
our camera skills and editing. We struggled to find time to 
practice with our cameras, sometimes only finding enough 
time to shoot pictures with our phones. 

Our aim in Photography is to invite the viewer to see the 
world from a different perspective and to engage the viewer’s 
emotions. This is a work in progress, and hopefully the sparks 
of creativity we ignite in PDM will continue to burn throughout 
our lives. 

Years 9/10 PDM

The Arts 
- Photography
Middle & Senior School

Malaysian 
Cultural Studies
Junior School
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Mandarin
Middle & 
Senior School

Bahasa/
Malaysian Studies
Middle & Senior School
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Spanish
Middle & 
Senior School

French
Middle & 
Senior School

What students say about 
learning French:

French is absolutely amazing. The class, 
the language, the creativity. It’s the 
whole package. Every day I look forward 
to another lesson. I look forward to 
enhancing my learning and knowledge. 
French is incredible and I don’t think that 
school would be the same without it.

I still remember the debate we had in 
Year 5, “Spanish or French? Which class 
are you going to take?” And after these 
2 years of learning French, I have not 
once regretted my decision. French with 
Madame H has been trés bien. Here’s 
a tip: Always eat before French class, 
you’re sure to get hungry when you 
learn about the French cuisine!

Having the opportunity to learn French 
in AISM has been a dream come true. 
When I was little, I still remember that 
I always dreamed of living in France. I 
love their culture and their food. I am a 
Malaysian who  can only speak Malay, 
Chinese, and English but now I can add 
another language.

As a new student, learning French is 
a completely new experience to me. I 
chose to learn French because it’s just 
such a beautiful language to speak and 
write. Thanks to Madam H’s patience, I 
have gone from knowing nothing about 
French to knowing some of the language 
and the culture.

Honestly, French is one of my favourite 
lessons, I still look forward to coming to 
French. French is such a fun and unique 
language to learn, we all have so much 
fun in class. My favourite topic out of all 
was learning about shops and food, we 
learnt a lot about what the French eat or 
how they eat.

Learning French in AISM is so fun and 
exciting because I know my friends and 
Madam H are going to be there to guide 
me every step of the way.

Spoken in over 20 nations by over 400 million people in the 
world, Spanish is an exceedingly useful subject. As I learn to 
converse and comprehend, I appreciate this language which I 
can use when travelling throughout the world. 

Spanish is a challenging subject, but extremely fun. I enjoy 
learning the Spanish vocabulary and grammar. We often use 
Language Perfect as a learning tool, and I think it is very 
effective. Overall, I really like Year 6 Spanish classes because it 
isn’t boring at all and it is very informative. Adiós!

Spanish is a really fun and entertaining LOTE subject. While 
Ms Manders Jones is strict, she definitely has an entertaining 
class and a good sense of humour.

Spanish is an enjoyable class. We treat each other with respect 
while having fun learning. We work to the best of our ability 
and always help each other out. As there aren’t many of us, 
we get more attention during class, which means that we can 
learn more. Also, we get to do some fun activities sometimes 
like games and quizzes, which makes Spanish also fun and 
interesting to learn.

Spanish is a great subject with our un poco loca teacher - Mrs 
MJ. She makes it competitive yet fun by separating us into 
teams and giving us questions.

I really enjoy our Spanish classes, they are lots of fun and we 
learn a lot about the Spanish language, including topics such 
as vacations, illness, and plans after year ten.
Me encanta Español, es muy interesante y divertido!

Español es una excelente clase! I enjoy the challenges Mrs 
Manders-Jones set for us, it makes us use the clogs in our 
brains that we don’t use often. This class also lets us flex our 
language muscles. Me gusta, me gusta mucho.

I enjoy learning Spanish because I find it very interesting and 
exciting. Even though at points Spanish can be hard, being 
able to say things in another language is amazing.

The curriculum is clearly set out for the students and each 
topic and tense are taught in an understandable order. 
Spanish is a language that is widely spoken across the world 
so I believe it is important to learn. 
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Language 
Week
Language Week was celebrated with 
a great variety of activities aimed at 
exposing the students to the many 
cultures here at the school as well as 
deepen their understanding of what it 
means to speak another language and 
live in another country. The purpose of 
the Language Week was to promote the 
acquisition of additional languages, to 
promote intercultural understanding, to 
showcase student work and to engage 
the wider school community in language 
activities, all of which are a vital part of 
the curriculum.

Terima Kasih, Xié Xié, Merci, Gracias 
to all who were involved. 

Liliane Heininger 
Head of Department Languages 

Personal 
Development,
Health & Physical 
Education
Junior School
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Learning
Enrichment
at AISM

Personal 
Development,
Health & Physical 
Education
Middle & Senior School

What is this E3 centre?
This enrichment area helps kids to gain more knowledge 
about global issues, so when they go out into the real world, 
they’re prepared. - Abhig R. Year 5

The E3 room is a top-notch learning centre, where pupils can 
quietly learn and discuss about all things education. It is a 
place where mindfulness and learning merge together and 
create the ultimate form of enrichment, not only getting to 
understand the topic, but getting immersed and digging 
deeper within it. - Ethan Lee, Year 5

In the end, everyone that does extension everything, absolutely 
loves it. I love it. My friends love it. I think the teachers love it 
especially, because it means that all the students are being 
equally challenged. - Edith Hickson, Year 5

The many, many medals… And how we got there!
The Kids were doing their thing, studying away...but… not the 
way normal students are used to - AISM does things in other 
ways. We don’t make students put their faces 2 inches away 
from a book, no, we make learning fun! It sticks. That is why…. 
why you see trophies and medals and pictures along the walls 
of the main office. No, this is not the only thing we do, there 
are many more things that enrich children that we do… we do 
enrichment and much more. - Joshua Wong, Year 5

The E3 centre is a place for students to Explore, Extend & 
Excel. In the E3 centre students get a chance to explore and 
develop what they are good at and what they are passionate 
about. Students who perform well in academics and have 
a great attitude toward learning will be invited to improve 
themselves in the amazing E3 centre. Ms. Reece, our Head of 
Learning Enrichment, will develop students in English, Maths 
and challenge them in all areas of higher order thinking and 
problem solving. - Tae Rim Kim, Year 5

The E3 centre is a place where we go to enrich our learning and 
push us to our limits. It is also a place where we can practice 
Mindfulness to calm down. It is a place where we can do our 
work in peace and be efficient. That, in a nutshell, is the E3 

Centre. - Ethan Lee, Year 5

How is it Different?
The Learning Enrichment program is very helpful and 
innovative. Every lesson students are expected to get better 
and better. From my experience I had fun and enjoyed my 
time. I was challenged, and that made me push myself to the 
limit. - Abhig R. Year 5

…proves to other schools that our school, AISM, is a Visible 
Learning School. We have learned loads from our amazing 
teachers, students and other people from the AISM community! 
We will continue to strive to do our best in everything we do 
and we will always remember to Explore, Extend and Excel.  
- Chee Sung Chan, Year 5

It’s a great place because I never knew I was talented at writing 
and when I was invited to do Extension Writing I found out 
that I loved writing; writing down all those wild imaginings in 
your brain. In writing extension classes Ms. Reece teaches us 
important writing techniques and we become ‘critical friends’ 
to each other. - Tae Rim Kim, Year 5

What’s a Mindfulness Studio?
Mindfulness lessons are lessons to help you self-develop. We 
get in a comfortable position and listen to a script that calms 
our minds and brains. This helps you to focus on yourself. It 
will teach you how to thank yourself for the work that your 
brain and body have done. - Tae Rim Kim Year 5

Our school has won many competitions!
With the help of Mrs. Reece, students are trained in competition 
techniques to achieve greater results! I would say this helped 
me a lot when I went for my competitions as Ms. Reece taught 
us new methods to solve questions. - Abhig R. Year 5

It has been another great year in the PDHPE faculty in 2019. 
All classes in Years 7 and 9 have been learning from the new 
curriculum and enjoying the new content and structure in their 
lessons. The roll out of this new curriculum will continue next 
year in Years P-10. After our strong HSC results in PDHPE over 
the last few years, our numbers in PASS and Stage 6 PDHPE 
have continued to be strong with the future looking very 
bright in both subjects. Having the Multi Purpose Court (MPC) 
this year to teach on has been a real joy, and has relieved the 
pressure we once had when multiple PE classes were on at 
the one time.  This year was also the first year that we have 
implemented a PDHPE week to coincide with National HPE 
day back in Australia. This involved a lot of fun competitions, 
healthy eating promotions, lunchtime activities and even 
active homework! It was a great way to raise the profile of the 
faculty and advocate for our students to live healthy lifestyles.

This will be my final year of teaching and leading the PDHPE 
faculty after 4 years at AISM. In that time I have been fortunate 
enough to see major infrastructure improvements including 
the building of the MPC, the re-flooring of the gymnasium, the 
construction of the long jump pit and shot put circle, a new 
drainage system on the field, the addition of extra storeroom 
areas, and the installation of shade sails and an electronic 
timing system in the pool.  

Personnel wise, the faculty has grown from three staff members 
when I first arrived to seven full time staff members. All PDHPE 
staff are now AUSTSWIM trained and qualified ensuring high 
quality aquatics lessons. Staff have also completed football 
coaching courses, first aid, CPR and AED training. It is 
fantastic to see our students being taught by highly trained, 
experienced and engaging teachers and coaches from Prep 
right through to Year 12 in PDHPE, PASS and sport.

It has been a real pleasure to help facilitate whole school 
initiatives such as PDHPE week, the international games 
for International Day, the AISM Triathlon and Family Fun 
Day. These days are very special days in our calendar for all 
members of the AISM community. A big thank you to the 
PDHPE staff, it has been a thoroughly enjoyable privilege to 
lead the PDHPE faculty for these past 4 years and to continue 
being a strong advocate for physical activity, health and 
wellbeing. I wish everyone the very best in 2020!

Mr Jason Brand
HOD PDHPE
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Learning Enrichment at AISM continued... Activities In 
The Library
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ANZAC Day
Dawn Service

Service
Learning
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Parent
Community
And in a blink of an eye, a year has passed. For our kids, but 
also for us parents. Looking back, even though surely there 
were not enough days to fill so many months, it’s hard to 
believe that so much has happened since school reopened at 
the end of January.

As the new Parent Association Committee for the year, we 
welcomed new parents even before the doors opened to 
receive the students. Meetings kicked off in February, and with 
them, discussions, ideas and plans. Events that are part of the 
rhythm of the school took place, one after another, with old 
faces and new faces. Mothers Day Stall, Bake sales, Icy poles 
sales, International Day, Father’s Day Breakfast. Other events 
changed. Family Fun day gave place to Family and Friends fun 
day, and among other things, kids had the pleasure to dunk 
(several times) their most beloved teachers and leaders of the 
school. Gala Night - replacing Trivia Night - had its second 
year, gathering parents and staff together and making its way 
to become also part of that yearly rhythm. English classes 
for parents who don’t speak the language ran throughout 
the year, helping integration. Talks and workshops happened 
on the most diverse subjects, directed at parents and some 
at students. A Food Circle was created to help parents and 
the food providers of the school discover ways of improving 
what is on offer, making it healthier and more green minded. 

Changes are happening and being felt. A hiking club kicked in 
half way through the year, joining parents with similar interests 
who probably would never have found each other otherwise.

For each event, behind the amount of work required, and 
as important as the final result, were the faces that got to 
know each other, the hands that worked together, and the 
opportunities for friendship and interaction. Without them, the 
community would not be the same, and without a community, 
there is no power and no voice.

As the President of the Parent Association for 2019, working 
alongside a committee of dedicated, creative and positive 
people and supported by plenty of resourceful parents of the 
community, this was a very special year. But, then again… aren’t 
they all? With their uniqueness of ups and downs, bumps and 
challenges, rewards and laughter... next year, new faces will be 
here, and others will remain. We say goodbye to many people, 
but as we step down as committee members, we are also 
getting ready to say hello to others. The community, we hope, 
will continue to strive and be alive. It’s in our hands.

Rita Cruz
President of the 2019 Parent Association Committee

49AISM YEARBOOK 2019

PARENT COMMUNITY

48 AISM YEARBOOK 2019

PARENT COMMUNITY



Port Dickson Camp was some of the 
best days of our lives! The best things 
Grade 3 loved to do were….

• Eating the delicious food!

• Archery

• Spending time with our  
lovely teachers. 

• Dancing with Ms Thompson!

• Team building games in the  
swimming pool. 

• Cleaning up the environment 
at the beach. 

• Sleeping in the cool cabins! Sleepover

Camp
Year2

Eagle Ranch , 
Port Dickson

Camp
Year3
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Wow! The Year 4 Camp was awesome! We went to Paradise 
Valley and did heaps of fun activities together. We went on the 
flying fox, went abseiling, rock climbing, kayaking, as well as 
doing indoor games and even the limbo! 

Abseiling was so awesome! You could hear people yelling 
“AHHHHHHHH!” on the flying fox. It looked pretty scary when 
you were up abseiling, but actually, it’s pretty fun, (when you 
get the hang of it!).

AHH! The flying fox  was scary and fun but some of us did not 
do it because some of us were scared of heights. But some of 
us gave it a go even though we were super scared. There was 
lots of cheering and support from our friends. Lots of people 
fought their fear and congratulations to them for fighting their 
fear of heights!

LIMBO IS SUPER HARD! In the last round, lots of people fell. 
Nobody remaining for the second to last round, made it! Lots 
of people were cheering and shouting in the last round!

CAMPFIRE WAS SO SICK! We played hot potato. If you were 
holding the ball and the music stopped, you had to dance in 
front of everyone. Kar Shng and Levi had a pretty fierce dance 
battle!

CAMP IS SUPER DUPER INCREDIBLE! I wish I could have a 
time machine so that I could go back to Paradise Valley!
 
A special thank you to the teachers for making our camp so 
much fun.

Year 4 camp RULES!
By Annis Hiew and Kar Shng Ng

Paradise Valley, 
Broga Hill 

Camp
Year4

Gunung Ledang 
Resort

Camp
Year5

VROOM! The bus engine started and we were off! One step 
closer to camp! I almost jumped with joy!

When we got to camp, we found out our rooms. Our amazing 
instructor taught us how to tie different types of knots that we 
could even use to make a stable tent. We made our tent with a 
cover, sticks, pegs and of course some ropes. Luckily we didn’t 
have to sleep in the tent! It was stable, but not that comfy.

The next day, we woke up to a loud knocking sound. It was 
Miss Manpreet. “It’s time for breakfast! Get dressed and meet 
us downstairs!” She said. I couldn’t stop smiling when I saw 
what was for breakfast. It was roti canai! Yum!

My favourite activity at Year 5 Camp was fire-making. On the 
way to the perfect spot to make the fire, we used a map to find 
what we need to make a fire. We started placing wood and 
newspaper onto a piece of tin foil and lit it with matches. We 
took so many tries but in the end, we made a fire and got to 
roast marshmallows. They were gooey and most importantly, 
delicious!

Year 5 camp was super! We learned teamwork and survival 
skills. I didn’t want to leave! - Claudia
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Nomad Adventure, 
Gopeng

Camp
Year6

Nomad Adventure, 
Gombak

Camp
Year7

Year 7 camp was a lifetime experience! 
We worked together as a team to get 
through the difficult activities, and to 
celebrate the great! 
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Saigon , Vietnam

Camp
Year9

Nomad Adventure, 
Gopeng

Camp
Year8

The Gopeng Perak camp was by far the 
best camp that I have been to in my 9 
years at AISM. We did everything from 
rock climbing to white water rafting 
and watching boats capsize! 

- Jayden Yew

Our experience at Year 8 camp is a 
memory that will stay with us for the 
rest of our lives. 

- Joe Cheun

Camp. A whole week with close friends, 
exhilarating activities, and friendly 
mentors. 

- Kua’hei Epetahui
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Outdoor 
Recreation Camp
Pulau Tioman

PDHPE Trip
Year11

Year 11 PDHPE students started the year by studying an 
option in Outdoor Recreation. This required them to learn 
the planning considerations required to conduct an outdoor 
expedition. They also learnt the skills of navigation and 
campcraft required to safely and successfully survive in the 
great outdoors. To put this new knowledge into practice, we 
undertook a 4 day, 3 night camp to Pulau Tioman off the east 
coast of peninsular Malaysia.

Upon arrival at Juara Beach, students were immediately 
immersed into the activities of hiking, navigating, camping, 
cooking, firemaking, kayaking, swimming, snorkelling and jetty 
jumping. It was a busy, tiring and fun schedule, and despite 
sleeping rough in a tent, everyone slept soundly each night.

Congratulations to the Year 11 students who attended. You 
did a fantastic job of working together to solve problems and 
participate in the many activities introduced to you. Also, a 
big thank you to Ms Kim Bradley for giving up her weekend to 
help with supervision and to share the long drive back to AISM 
on a Sunday night!

Mr Jason Brand
HOD PDHPE

PERTH, 
Western Australia

Camp
Year10
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Leadership 
Retreat 2019

Year12
Sydney, Australia

Leadership 
Retreat 2018

Year12
Melbourne, Australia
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Ski Trip

International
Award
The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award at AISM has 
gone from strength to strength this year with 12 students on 
track to complete their Bronze Award and six students on 
track to complete their Silver Award. This is fantastic growth 
for the program and demonstrates that students and parents 
are becoming more aware of the value of the award and the 
knowledge, skills and experiences that are gained for the 
individuals who complete it. The staff who run this program 
are also building their experience and knowledge, which is 
having a positive effect on the students and their goals. This 
year the program purchased additional high quality outdoor 
equipment and expanded our destinations to include the 
world famous Malaysian national parks of Endau Rompin and 
Taman Negara. We have also strengthened our ties with local 
guides and professional outdoor companies such as GAC 
Adventure Consultants to make these experiences the best 
they can possibly be. We look forward to 2020 where we 
hope to have further increases in participation and completion 
of this award, including students completing the gold level 
award. Congratulations to everyone who participated this 
year and we hope to see you challenging yourself further next 
year at the next level!

Mr Jason Brand
HOD PDHPE
International Award Coordinator
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All Things
Sport
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Junior School/ 
Middle & Senior School
House Captains
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Junior School
ELC - Year 2 
Games Day

Year 3 - 5 
Athletics 
Carnival

Games included students participating in 
their classes in the following events: 60m 
sprint, vortex throwing, long jump, house 
relays, parachute games, and house ball 
games. Students were given house points 
at each station for showing: Respect, 
Team Work, Positivity & Persistence. 

The following House Points 
were earned:

Thorpe - 719

Sauvage - 707

Rafter - 685

Freeman - 671

Rachel Thompson
JS Physical Education Teacher

Boys Aged Champion 1st Runner-Up 2nd Runner-Up

U8 Arif Muhammad Fairuz
Koga Mizokami & 

Rafael Dobson
N/A

U9 Esmail Al-Hazmi Wenze Zhang Joshua Nygaard

U10 Elliot Goodall Chris Young Fynn Ritchie

U11 Ma Yizhen Abel Hong Caedan Kneisz

Girls Aged Champion 1st Runner-Up 2nd Runner-Up

U8 Mayuri Kumar Aimee Hefford Jenny Shan

U9 Gabrielle Widjaya Annis Hiew Emma Green

U10 Kendra Clacher Michaella Widjaya Maddison Semmens

U11 Hauani Epetahui Coco Cai Edith Hickson & Su Min Jung

Rachel Thompson
JS Physical Education Teacher

JUNIOR SCHOOL AGE CHAMPIONS

1st - Freeman 2nd - Sauvage 3rd - Rafter 4th - Thorpe

Congratulations to the following students who were 
Age Champions for 2019:
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Year 3 - 5 Athletics Carnival continued...

Lower Junior School
Swimming
Carnival
The swim carnival is a fun, but also competitive opportunity 
for students to show everyone all the hard work they have put 
in with their swimming strokes and confidence in the water 
over term 2.

It was a fantastic morning, with all students competing 
in at least 3 x 25m events. This ranged from breaststroke, 
backstroke, freestyle, noodle stroke races and the highly 
exciting House relays. 

It was great to see the enthusiasm and energy from all the 
swimmers and excited cheering from the supporters.

Results

1st - Rafter 2nd - Thorpe 3rd - Sauvage 4th - Freeman

A huge thanks to all the staff and Year 5 House Captains who 
helped on the day, especially those in the water assisting the 
swimmers and those in the house areas. A special thankyou to 
Coach Ivan Yoong who led a champion carnival.  

Rachel Thompson
JS Physical Education Teacher
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Lower Junior School Swimming continued...

Boys Aged Champion Runner-Up Second Runner-Up

U/11 Nathan Townend Rion Connolly Cedric Boudeville

U/12 Tetsuto Masunaga Yin Kai Tan Yuki Arasaki

U/13 Alexander Baldwin Euan Kneisz Shotaro Kanda

U/14 Ethan Ohlson Alexandros Koumouris Wei Hao Tan

U/15 Yann Zhao Tan Muhammad Alif Awang Eli Goodall

U/16 Edward Gao Taiitsu Masunaga Jiale Lim

Open Akram Al-Hazmi Tony Bui Marius Naftel

Girls Aged Champion Runner-Up Second Runner-Up

U/11 Niamh Kavanagh Esha Kumar Bona Lee

U/12 Eliza Tan Zoe Clacher Lara Swanepoel

U/13 Kua’hei Epetahui Hayley Yap Olivia Brand

U/14 Yin Jenn Goh Mia Tan Anna Huggel

U/15 Ariana Eimer Alice Fang Yi Tan Jennifer Che

U/16 Ashley Boudeville Sydney Maynard Priyanka Krishna

Open Manisa McCalman Cassandra Koumouris Cara Hobson

Middle & 
Senior School
Athletics 
Carnival

AGE GROUP CHAMPION ATHLETICS 2019
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Middle & Senior School Athletics Carnival continued...

Middle & 
Senior School
Swimming 
Carnival

Boys Aged 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place

11 years Dane Hefford Rion Connolly Sam Kerr

12 years Tetsuto Masunaga Will Brand Kevin Lal & Kai Ter Huggel

13 years Teng King Seah Alex Baldwin Joe Cheun

14 years Octavious Tan Benedict Chin N/A

15 years Yi Xuan Ma Hugo Wright Sedric Yap

16 years Alex Kam Edmund Green Paul Kanyaprasitthi

17 years Maz Chevelev Ryoga Kimata Marius Naftel

Open Nick Werner Ismeth Abdul Hakem N/A

Girls Aged 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place

11 years Hayley Yap Hedy Li Esha Kumar

12 years Eliza Tan Zoe Clacher Hanz Lee

13 years Jasmin Van Damme Olivia Brand Poppy Buse

14 years Goh Yin Jenn Mia Tan Anna Huggel

15 years Arianna Eimer Asumi Sawada Mila Sadarul

16 years Lharanya Somasundaram Ashley Boudeville Riya Chaure

17 years Cara Hobson N/A N/A

Open Eve Weir N/A N/A

AGE GROUP CHAMPION SWIMMING 2019

75AISM YEARBOOK 2019

SPORTING TEAMS & EVENTSSPORTING TEAMS & EVENTS

74 AISM YEARBOOK 2019



AISM 
Cross 
Country

Middle & Senior School Swimming Carnival continued...

Boys Aged 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place

Foundation Lucas Cruz Deed Al Zayani James Davidson

6 Nathan Chen Aiden Lim Prince Gany

7 Hugo Fowler Kauan Fraser Ken Kaneko

8 Rafael Dobson Koga Mizokami Alex Furlan

9 KarSing Ng Karshng Ng Esmail Al-Hazmi

10 Hugo Tan Joshua Wong Shusuke Agari

11 Yizhen Ma Abel Lee Ka Jun Chuah

12 Tetsuto Masunaga Kevin Lai Geonwoo Yoon

13 Alex Baldwin Teng King Seah Abdul Al-Hazmi

14 Ethan Ohlson Dyashothan 
Suresh Kumar Aidan Low

15 Omar Mohammad YiXuan Ma Isaac Yap

16 Edward Gao Daniel Dicom Nick Wong

17 Max Chevelev Marius Naftel Ryoga Kimata

18+ Andre Ohlson Nick Werner Akram Al-Hazmi

Girls Aged 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place

Foundation Julia Erath Rafaella Widjaya Susan Ng

6 Sylvia Fowler Rebecca Hu Sophie Doyle

7 Billie Bradley Lauren Forshaw Jing Rou Low

8 Mayuri Kumar Amy Hefford Sharon Ling Xuan Ng

9 Annis Hiew Gabrielle Widjaya Chloe Tai

10 Michaella Widjaya Kendra Clacher Claudia Dobson

11 Hauani Epetahui Heddy Li Niamh Kavanagh

12 Eliza Tan Zoe Clacher Lara Swanepoel

13 Kua’hei Epetahui Olivia Brand Sara Yap

14 Mia Tan Anna Huggel Goh Yinn Jenn 

15 Ariana Eimer Jennifer Che Alice Tan

16 Sydney Maynard Ashley Boudeville Riya Chaure

17 Manisa McCalman Eliza Law Elia Kat

18+ Moe Ishizako Eve Weir Xuan Lin Tan

AGE GROUP CHAMPIONS CROSS COUNTRY 2019

1st - Sauvage 2nd - Rafter 3rd - Thorpe 4th - Freeman
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AISM Cross Country continued... ISAC Sports 
Junior School
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ISAC Sports Junior School continued... ISAC Sports 
Middle & Senior School
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Mindfulness

AISA Sports 
Middle & Senior School

At AISM, we are very aware of the positive impact 
mindfulness has upon our own wellbeing, happiness and 
even our academics! We believe that Mindfulness is paying 
attention in a particular way; on purpose, in the present 
moment, and non-judgmentally.

Each week our learners are given the opportunity to 
participate in our ‘Smiling Mind’ program that is linked to 
our Australian Curriculum. Regular practice allows them to 
strengthen their ability to pay attention and to be aware 
of their feelings and emotions. Ultimately this enables our 
learners to choose their reactions and to focus on the good. 

Mr Cooper and his eager group of mindfulness gurus have 
modelled new exercises each week during our Junior 
School Assemblies. Along with our 22 staff members that 
are trained and certified mindfulness coaches - we are well 
on our way to becoming a leading Mindfulness School.
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Mindfulness continued...

Barracudas
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CCA 
Activities
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KL Novel 
Knockout

Careers
AISM welcomed many universities to 
our school in 2019. Notable highlights 
included a workshop from the American 
Musical and Dramatic Academy in 
New York in March, and a Design & 
Technology Workshop from Curtin 
University in August. 

AISM also hosted our annual university 
fair in August, welcoming 43 universities 
from around the world and worked 
closely with AUG Student Services to 
support Year 12 in their applications to 
university.

In November, Year 10 students 
participated in the Careers Research 
Project, spending one week placed in a 
local company, learning about the world 
of work.

The KL Novel Knockout competition took place on Tuesday 
7 May at ISKL. Two teams from Junior School and one team 
from Middle School competed against 22 other teams in each 
age category from international schools all over Malaysia. Our 
students were exceptionally well prepared and represented 
AISM proudly. The parent support for this event was 
outstanding and we would like to thank all parents for their 
commitment, positive encouragement and support.

Students who represented AISM in this event 
were:
Junior School: Hugo Tan, Levi Chandra, Chloe Tai, Ethan 
Lee, Gabrielle Widjaya, Maddison Semmens, Ashley Low and 
Cherish Wang.

Middle School: Ethan Lee, Yao Ming Lee, Reese Kam and 
Lucas Yip

Thank you also to the many other students who took part in 
the support team leading up to the event: Hauani Epetahui, 
Abhig Ravichandran, Su Min Jung, Parmita Kasu, Sasha Lim, 
Venezia Lim, Kaito Takasaki and Michaella Widjaya. 

Congratulations to Hugo Tan, Levi Chandra, Ethan Lee and 
Chloe Tai for winning first place in the Junior School category. 
Their win was a reflection of their dedication and hard work 
leading up to the event and their fantastic teamwork. Hugo 
Tan also won first place in the individual general literature 
knowledge quiz, after a heartstopping tiebreaker.

Mrs Di McLean & Ms Aoife Doran
KL Novel Knockout CCA Teachers

“The way I prepared leading up to the day was with a lot of 
effort and perseverance. I had to study my books very carefully 
and make a lot of notes. I would say my other teammates put 
the same amount of effort in that I did. That’s why we made a 
really good team.”
Levi Chandra - Year 4

“On the day of the competition, I felt a mixture of excitement 
and nervousness because the same team I was in won last 
year without me and, if we didn’t win, I thought it would 
be because of me. I practiced even more because of this! I 
felt a rush of relief when they announced that AISM was the 
winning team. This was followed very quickly by extreme 
happiness as I walked towards the trophy and held it up with 
my teammates.”
Chloe Tai - Year 4

“The books laughed at us, challenging us to conquer them. 
We furiously flipped through the pages, all of them, and 
comprehended their hidden meaning. We wrote test questions 
about them like they were an assessment needing massive 
amounts of preparation. Hours of hard work poured into two 
books each, late nights and tiredness crept in, but when we 
stepped into that auditorium, we felt ready to win.”
Ethan Lee - Year 5

“It was awesome! I had to be really committed. I spent a lot 
of nights studying the books and answering questions. It felt 
nice to win it twice in a row!” 

Hugo Tan - Year 4
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World 
Scholar’s Cup

Model 
United Nations
In Semester Two, 35 students began their preparations for 
the annual THIMUN Singapore trip in November. Students 
represented the nations of Benin, Germany, Jordan, 
Madagascar, Paraguay and Tanzania. We also were proud to 
have Alice Tan serve as a judge in the International Criminal 
Court, Alex Kam serve as a Student Officer, and Isabella Wood, 
Ishwarya Krishna, Zara Yap, Priyanka Krishna and Xuan Lin Tan 
work on the MUNITY East publication.

As an end of year cross-curricular activity, all Year 8 and Year 
9 students participated in an internal Model United Nations 
conference called MUNAISM.
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Health 
Services

Counsellor’s 
Corner
The role of School Counsellor at AISM is to provide support 
and assistance to all students  across Junior School and 
Middle Senior School. The core of the counsellor’s role centres 
around providing a confidential and professional counselling 
services as well as liaising where appropriate, to key members 
of staff and parents to assist in the promotion of the student’s 
overall well being.

It is becoming a tradition at AISM to celebrate R U Ok? 
Day. We run a series of activities across the entire week to 
promote positive well being within our school community. 
This year the upper junior school joined forces with MSS 
to launch our campaign by dancing and participating in a 
mindful treasure hunt.  

The mission of the R U Ok? campaign is to inspire and 
empower everyone to have meaningful connections with 
people around them and to provide support for people who 
may be struggling in their everyday life. 

The goals of the R U OK? Campaign are too:

1. Boost our confidence to meaningfully connect 
and ask about life’s ups and downs

2. Nurture our sense of responsibility to regularly 
connect and support others

3. Strengthen our sense of belonging because we 
know people are there for us

4. Be relevant, strong and dynamic

At AISM we like to take on the same challenges and philosophy 
as the R U OK? Campaign and encourage all of the community 
to take part and connect with each other to make sure 
everyone has a sense of belonging.

Mindfulness was a prominent focus in our R U OK? Campaign. 
Mindfulness is the art of maintaining moment 
to moment awareness of our thoughts, feelings, 
sensations and environment. When mindfulness is 
practiced we are tuning ourselves into the present moment 
rather than focusing on future events or reminding ourselves 
of what has happened in the past. 

Hearing test Junior School

Postural Screening

Childhood Epilepsy Talk for Teachers

Free Dental Screening Vaccination Program

Enjoying the Int. School Nurses 
of Asia Conference

Partners in Health
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Administration Staff/
Team Building
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Middle & 
Senior School
Production
This year AISM has seen two amazing productions! The Senior 
Drama Ensemble performed the hilarious play, The Complete 
Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged). Students wowed 
the audience with their witty jokes, physical comedy and 
amazing musical skills! In November, the Middle School 
Ensemble performed, The Internet is Distract--OH LOOK 
A KITTEN! The students worked extremely hard to bring 
the internet to life with evil Google, dancing kittens and 
Mika just trying to finish her assignment. I am super proud 
of all of the students who spent their time rehearsing lines, 
working on props and set, helping out on the night backstage 
or front of house as well as all of the parents and teachers 
who volunteered their time. I am impressed with everyone’s 
hard work and amazing energy. Remember, “Every exit has an 
entrance somewhere else”. 

Miss Lindsay
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Group 
Music Photos

99AISM YEARBOOK 2019

THE ARTSTHE ARTS

98 AISM YEARBOOK 2019



Junior School 
Musicals
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Art HSC 
Showcase

Junior School Musicals continued...
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Art HSC Showcase continued... Drama HSC 
Showcase

This year the HSC Drama students have 
been the most interesting group of kids… 
By interesting I mean amazing, witty 
and just downright talented! They have 
performed in two showcases, worked 
on multiple group projects and have 
survived being stuck in the same group 
for a year. The “Drama Kids” have wowed 
audiences with their performance skills, 
scriptwriting and costume designing 
abilities. They have taken on the role of 
leaders within the school and I am so 
happy I got to witness that development. 
Drama Kids, you have impressed me so 
much throughout the years and I am 
so proud that I got to be your Drama 
Teacher. Thank you for the bubble wand 
and lots of happy memories! Keep on 
being amazing guys!

Sam Lindsay
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Design and 
Technology 
HSC Showcase

AISM 
International 
Day

Each year Year 12 students present their work at the annual 
HSC Showcase event. Held shortly after their final submission 
dates, this event provides students the opportunity to share 
their final products as well as their product development 
journeys with their families, peers and the broader AISM 
community. For HSC students this demonstrates a commitment 
to 10months of exploration and experimentation as they plan 
and build a product or system to meet individually identified 
needs and opportunities. It is a long process, but one that 
provides them with all the skills of working in the design 
industry. Our students exit this year with skills in problem-
solving and independence as they learn to balance time and 
budgets in order to achieve their goals. Congratulations again 
Year 12’s on a fantastic display of your journey and what you 
have learnt along the way.
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AISM International Day continued... Team Building Day/
Walk-a-thon
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Team Building Day/Walk-a-thon continued...

Green Team
Green Week
The Green Team decided that this year’s theme for Green 
Week, was Land Conservation. The objective was to raise 
awareness about the pollution that humans make on a daily 
basis among the school community. The Green Team planned 
a whole week program for this event. 

On Monday, a debate was held discussing the motion: 
“Habitat loss for green energy is a necessary evil.” Both 
teams consisted of both teacher and student representatives. 
Every debater was cheered and applauded for their amazing 
presentation and sharp arguments. Many enjoyed the debate. 
The judges had a very hard time deciding the winning team, 
but they came to the conclusion that the negative team was 
the winner of the 2019 Green Week Debate. 

On Tuesday, students brought their used plastic bottles in to 
the DT room to be made into recycled plant pots. Through 
this activity, students were able to ‘save’ their used plastic 
bottles from landfill by making them into useful objects which 
serve as a place for plants to grow. The leftover plastic pots 
were  filled with soil and seeds and placed around  the school. 
#Making the School Greener.  

On Thursday, the breezeway was filled with stalls selling 
products such as handicrafts, beeswax wraps, reusable metal 
and bamboo straws, and worm farms. All of the products are 
either made by reusable materials or helping us to reduce our 
wastes, especially plastic. The stores were visited by many 
potential buyers, attracted by their amazing products. 

On Friday, the whole school participated in the Big Clean-Up 
Event, which is a global event where organisations, institutions 
or groups of people help clean their local area. The amount 
of garbage and waste was collected by the students was 
shocking. It was way more than anyone expected, mostly 
plastic. During lunchtime, up to 10 students got the chance to 
make usable edible spoons as an alternative to plastic spoons. 

Overall, Green Week 2019 was a huge success. The Green 
Team hope that through this event, students are more 
knowledgeable about the waste they produce, how it has 
impacted the environment, and the alternatives to reduce 
waste. Go Green! 
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Book WeekGreen Team continued...
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Book Week continued... Junior School 
Spelling Bee &
Poetry Recital

JS Spelling Bee
In Term 3 there was a buzz around the school! The 
Junior School Spelling Bee was a great success. 
Well done to the winners, runners-up and also to 
those who volunteered for the classroom rounds. 
Keep up the good work you busy little bees!

JS Poetry Recital
The annual Junior School Poetry Recital was 
a spectacular success. This year, there was a 
huge variety of entries as all students were 
given the opportunity to enter as a whole class, 
in groups, or individually. All Junior School staff 
also participated with a poetic performance 
of ‘Inanay’. Well done to everyone involved and 
congratulations to all the students who made it 
to the final!
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Junior School 
Visual Arts

Junior School 
Student 
Representative 
Council
The Student Representative Council (SRC) has been working 
hard all year representing student voice in the Junior 
School. Each committee member created and decorated a 
suggestion box which was placed in their homeroom class. 
They encouraged their classmates to add suggestions, ideas 
and opinions on how to improve our school. These ideas were 
then shared in student parliament meetings with the school 
leaders. 

This dedicated team also ran activities in ‘RUOK? Week’ across 
the Junior School. They set up a photobooth to help raise 
awareness about wellbeing and the importance of reaching 
out to others, promoted the event in each class, made props 
and signs for the photobooth and took photos on the day. 

We are very proud of these future leaders for their commitment 
to making our school such a great place to be and for giving 
all students a voice. 

The 2019 Junior School Student Representative 
Council included:

• Saki Yokota & Charmayne Cheong - Foundation

• Kai Ser Chong & Martiya Touserkani - Year 1

• Zara Spurr - Year 2

• Emma Green & Aimee Hefford - Year 3

• Gabrielle Widjaya & Annis Hiew - Year 4

• Daryl Lee & Michaella Widjaya - Year 5

Mrs Mclean , Mr Hickson 
& Ms McPherson
Junior School Student Representative Council

117AISM YEARBOOK 2019

SCHOOL EVENTSSCHOOL EVENTS

116 AISM YEARBOOK 2019



Junior School 
Peer Mentoring 
Committee

Junior School 
Sustainability 
Committee
As everybody knows, the Sustainability Committee has 
been trying to keep our school clean and green. They have 
completed surveys and projects with one thing in common - 
they are all done to keep our school clean. Out of the many 
projects they have been involved in, one of them is about 
making things out of recycled materials. Using old pieces of 
scrap, students are trying to make things such as shoes and 
jewelry. It is a hard job, but that is what they do - keeping our 
school green!

- Chong Yong
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Junior School 
Service Learning 
Committee
The Junior School Service Learning Committee have worked 
hard this year to help and serve others and our students 
decided their aim was to spread a wave of kindness and a 
strong sense of community throughout our school.

Our first project was an act of kindness. Students surprised 
all the Junior School teachers one day with cards and pens 
for their desks in a random act of kindness and gratefulness. 
Teachers were delighted to receive a surprise on their desks 
when they got back from their lunch breaks.

In conjunction with ‘RUOK?’ Week, our dedicated committee 
also made origami hearts for every student in the Junior School. 
These origami hearts were delivered into each class with the 
special mission that every student would write a message of 
kindness on a heart to another student. All students wrote and 
received a message of kindness, encouragement and support. 
These hearts and messages were then placed into a giant 
heart shape in the Main Reception for all to see, spreading a 
wave of kindness. 

Our final project for 2019 was helping coordinate the Giving 
Tree ceremony. Our Service Learning Committee did a 
collection drive to help put together food hampers for all 

of our school service staff to give thanks for all of their hard 
work and support. We also ran a toy drive to provide gifts to 
Good Shepherd orphans and the Chin School students. Our 
students helped coordinate collection points and put together 
gift baskets to give out at the Giving Tree ceremony.

Congratulations to our incredibly dedicated and 
big hearted Service Learning Committee 2019:

Isis Janett - 2G

Aisling Young - 2W

Chloe Trevisin - 3W

Sasha Lim - 4G

Yashvardhan Singh - 4G

Ethan Chiam - 4W

Chloe Tai - 4W

Cindy Li - 5G

Coco Cai - 5W

Mrs McLean , Ms Ralph , 
& Mrs Richards
Service Learning Committee

ELCG 
Nursery 
Geckos
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ELCG Nursery Geckos continued...

ELCW 
(Prep)
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ELCW (Prep) continued...

FG
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FG continued...

FW
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FW continued...

1G

129AISM YEARBOOK 2019

HOMEROOMSHOMEROOMS

128 AISM YEARBOOK 2019



1G continued...

1W
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1W continued...

2G
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2G continued...

2M
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2M continued...

2W
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2W continued...

Grade 3 was so good that my brain does 
not have any more space for learning at 
all! Mr Cooper, Ms Shinn and Ms Alicia 
were the best teachers in the galaxy. 
They were like a kid friendly version 
of google (so smart)! Camp was the 
best event in history because we slept 
in comfortable cabins and ate yummy 
food. 

- Ernest Cheah

Grade 3 was the best year of my life! I 
hoped it would never end. I loved the 
activities on camp like horse riding and 
jewellery making. Mr Cooper taught us 
how to take wonderful photographs. 

- Emma Green

Grade 3 was the best because every 
time we went to learn I felt as happy as 
the biggest rainbow! Year 3 travelled 
through a world of learning as fast as 
the speed of light, by the magic of our 
teacher Mr Cooper. Grade 3 made me 
EXPLODE with happiness! 

- Aston Lim

3G
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3G continued...

Have you ever thought that school 
was boring? Well, when you’re in year 
3 you’re going to never want to miss 
school again because of our inquiry, 
pottery, Walkathon… and Ms Shinn,  
Mr Cooper and Ms Alicia. 

- Calvin Cai

Grade 3 was an extraordinary grade. I am 
now very smart. I loved going to camp, 
it was amazing! I also love the Pottery 
excursion. I will never forget this year! 

- Elizabeth Broadbent

Grade 3 is a creative, awesome, amazing 
and silly class to be in. We’re very hard 
working when we do Inquiry and Writing. 
I loved it when we went to Port Dickson. 

- Irsyad Syafie

I think Grade 3 is the BEST! I will never 
forget my teachers Mr Cooper, Ms Shinn 
and Ms Alcicia. I wish I could redo this 
year, because time passes by so quickly. 
We had so many adventures together 
such as Inquiry, Mindfulness, and our 
awesome camp to Port Dickson. I’ll miss 
Grade 3. 

- Chloe Trevisin 

I think Grade 3 was the best year because 
we had the best teachers. Ms Shinn,  
Mr Cooper and Ms Alicia. What I liked 
about Grade 3 was camp at Port Dickson. 
Cross Country was also awesome when I 
got to be Ronaldo. I love Grade 3. 

- Arif Fairuz

3W
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3W continued...

4G
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4G continued...

4W
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4W continued...

5G

147AISM YEARBOOK 2019

HOMEROOMSHOMEROOMS

146 AISM YEARBOOK 2019



5G continued...

5W

149AISM YEARBOOK 2019

HOMEROOMSHOMEROOMS

148 AISM YEARBOOK 2019



5W continued...

6G
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6G continued...

6M
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6M continued...

6W
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6W continued...

7G
Being in 7G has made everyday fun and special. With Mrs Thwaites as the captain, 
it’s like we’re sailing our own little boat through the rough sea we call school…
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7G continued...

7W I think homeroom is indispensable for school life. It’s a space where we can 
communicate with our teacher and our classmates. Mr. Grady makes homeroom 
more interesting. He makes good jokes when he needs to and is just epic in general!
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7W continued...

“ Not giving up ” 
- Jing Xuan

“ Dedication ” 
- Kaitlyn

“ To trust ” 
- Yuki

“ Trying your best ” 
- Shotaro 

“ Responsibility ” 
- Daniel 

Commitment is…

To keep on trying 
until you get 
one success

- Dahee

“
”

Staying
strong through 

everything 
- Claire

“
”

Going through with 
it or trying even 
though it’s hard

- Sara

“
”

8G
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8G continued...

8M
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8M continued...

8W
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8W continued...

9G
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9G continued...

9W
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9W continued...

10G
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10G continued...

10W
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10W continued... 11G

11W
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11G & 11W continued...
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11G & 11W continued...

12W

12G
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12G & 12W continued...
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12G & 12W continued...
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Totally 
Committed

Year 12
Graduation

As the end of my schooling years approach with pace, I am 
met with ambiguity. On one hand, I am excited about the 
challenges and opportunities the future holds, on the other, 
I can’t help but feel hesitant about leaving a place that has 
been my second home for almost fifteen years now. As an 
institution for learning, I believe AISM has facilitated my 
academic and intellectual growth, as much as it has my 
personal growth. The school community, comprising of 
everyone from my close friends, and my teachers, to even the 
cleaners and security guards whom I share daily interactions 
with, have all contributed meaning to my life. In AISM, I was 
given the opportunity to try everything from varying sports 
such as Football and Rugby, to participating in academic 
competitions that allowed me to hone my debating and 
public speaking skills, to even acting and performing in front 
of people (something that I really did not think I could do). 
The Australian approach to holistic education has moulded 
my all-rounder personality and the strong support that the 
community has given me over the years has boosted my 
self-confidence and perpetuated my personal development. 
Leaving this place will truly be bitter-sweet, however, I believe 
that the person that AISM has crafted me to be, is one who, at 
this current age of 18, is ready to tackle the world, whatever 
challenges it might face.

“The truth is you don’t know what is 
going to happen tomorrow. Life is a 
crazy ride, and nothing is guaranteed.” 
- Eminem

Izmeth Ghazi Abdul Hakem
AISM 
Nursery January 2005 - Year 12 December 2019
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Staff 
Farewells

It is hard to believe that it has been 
4 years since arriving in Malaysia 
and to AISM. It has been an amazing 
experience for not just myself but my 
whole family, and will be a part of our 
lives that we will treasure forever. AISM 
is such a special place, and the reason 
for that is the people who form it’s 
community. I will always be grateful for 
the opportunity to have been a part of 
the AISM family, and want to thank all 
my colleagues, students, and parents 
who have contributed to making this 
time so memorable and positive. Thanks 
AISM, I will miss you! 

Alison Brand My 6 1/2 years at AISM were the most 
rewarding years of my professional 
life and I am very proud of all that was 
achieved during my time at the school. I 
am so very grateful to all the people who 
made these years so memorable, and 
whose hard work and professionalism 
contributed to building a very strong 
and very special Junior School. It is 
impossible to acknowledge everybody I 
have enjoyed knowing, but Kerry Smith, 
Leigh Janett and Ivan McLean deserve 
special mention. I honestly cannot 
thank them enough for their collegiality, 
support and friendship. And I will never 
forget Lucia, whose amazing loyalty is 
something I am unlikely to ever be lucky 
enough to enjoy again. Of course the 
amazing students are what really makes 
AISM such a terrific school. Moving to 
Malaysia with Jonas and Marius was one 
of the best decisions Wenche and I have 
made, and as a family, we know how 
fortunate we have been to share this 
experience at AISM. 

Graeme Naftel

The past 4 years teaching and living 
within the AISM community have been 
some of the most fulfilling years of my 
career. Thank you to all members of the 
community for making my family and 
I feel so welcomed and such a sense 
of belonging. To the students; you are 
awesome! I have thoroughly enjoyed 
teaching you and am excited to see 
what incredible lives you all go on to live 
as you take up your places all over the 
globe. To the local staff; you are beautiful 
people and it never ceases to amaze me 
how friendly and accommodating you 
are towards us transient expats. To my 
teaching colleagues; thank you for your 
unending professionalism, support and 
friendship. I cannot express enough 
how appreciative I am to have had the 
opportunity to work with such talented 
and knowledgeable people. I leave AISM 
with a heavy heart but know that the 
memories and experiences I have had 
here will remain with me for a lifetime.

Jason Brand

“Success is not final, failure 
is not fatal; It’s the courage to 
continue that counts.” 
- Winston Churchill 

Aoife Doran

Thank you AISM, for being a second home to me for 14 years. 
This major milestone of graduating from school is something 
that I have seen as a spectator over the years. But finally at last 
I will be the one leaving. I wouldn’t be who I am today without 
the experiences gained here. Honestly staying over the years 
has made me proud to see the school grow as I have watched 
the development of the school reach amazing heights. To an 
extent being in an international school has helped me learn 
numerous important skills and in frank, I am extremely grateful 
to all my fellow comrades, family, friends and teachers who 
were always there to help me along the way. So as I leave this 
faithful second home I go and now venture out to enter the 
next battlefield of life.

Wesley McBride
AISM
Prep January 2006 - Year 12 December 2019

Totally 
Committed

The experience at AISM has been life-changing in many ways 
possible, throughout my 14 years of schooling I have learned 
things I couldn’t pick up in otherwise our dynamic world. 
Each lesson is filled with eye-opening discussions, especially 
with the Visual Learning aspect of the school which provides 
hands-on lessons with our teachers. Being at AISM has not 
only shaped my identity but has provided me with a holistic 
and elevating educational experience. 

Fareed Arashaf
AISM 
Prep September 2006 - Year 12 December 2019
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We would like to thank AISM for giving 
us the opportunity to discover the 
Australian Curriculum (NSW). We have 
enjoyed teaching this inquiry-based 
programme and we believe that our 
children are well-equipped and ready 
for university, thanks to this approach to 
learning. We have enjoyed our time here 
and we will miss it. Above all we will miss 
our kind and lovely students. We would 
like to wish everyone all the very best in 
their future endeavours.

Isabelle & Julian 
Manders-Jones

Staff Farewells continued...

I think AISM is the best school in the 
world! I am so grateful for all the 
experiences that working at this school 
has given me and my family over the 
last seven years. I have been lucky to 
teach hundreds of wonderful boys and 
girls and it has been a real pleasure to 
teach in an environment where students 
are committed to their learning and 
where they participate enthusiastically 
in the learning experiences. Some of my 
favourites over the years would include; 
‘The Water Cycle’ song, the Year 6 
Poetry Slam, and  the ‘Nature vs Nurture’ 
debate. Another highlight has been the 
many Year 6 Homeroom classes over 
the years. We have played many games 
of ‘Silent Ball’ and ‘Chase and Chaser’, 
we have laughed and learnt a lot, and 
we have formed strong bonds that I will 
carry with me into the future. Together 
with my whole family, I have been able 
to participate in school events, such 
as sports carnivals, Multicultural Days, 
and of course, when Sauvage finally 
won the House Shout. AISM students 
are not only respectful to their teachers 
but they are nice and inclusive to their 
fellow students, and I am so pleased 
that my own two sons have been able 
to complete their schooling in such a 
‘nice’ high school. Thank you to all my 
committed colleagues who played a 
part in teaching Jonas and Marius. You 
have done an excellent job in shaping 
them into caring and confident young 
men who are ready to take on the big 
wide world outside our AISM bubble. 
Thank you also to all the parents and 
friends and Malaysians in general who 
have been part of our fabulous journey.

Wenche Naftel

And just like that, four years has flown 
by in the blink of an eye! We could never 
do everyone justice in saying thanks for 
all that we received as a family from 
this amazing community in the past 
four years. Our lives have been forever 
changed in some of the best ways 
possible and it is all down to the people 
around us. The transition from Australia 
to Malaysia with a family was not only 
terrifying but in equal measures it was 
exciting. And Malaysia has lived up to, 
and often beyond, our expectations. Of 
course, we have been fortunate to take 
our children around the world and visit 
places we would never have had the 
opportunity to see if still in Australia, 
but there has been so much more. We 
have watched our children grow under 
the watchful eye of aunties and uncles 
that have had the most profound 
impact on their lives. Probably more 
than they will ever understand. Our 
Aussie kids listen to K-Pop, dress in 
traditional clothing from all over Asia 

and speak in languages their parents 
could never understand! The school has 
allowed us to make friends with other 
parents, teach incredible students, go 
on unbelievable adventures, develop 
our understanding of other cultures, 
eat the most delicious food and most 
importantly create memories that will 
stay with us for the rest of our lives! 
We leave our school with heavy hearts 
and assure everyone that we will miss 
everything about being here, especially 
the casual policy towards dressing up 
and wig wearing. The community of 
AISM has been incredible for us and we 
know it will continue this way for many 
years to come. Thanks for everything we 
have been given in our time here and all 
the people that have come into and out 
of our lives whilst here. It’s been ACE!

Kris Hickson & 
Eve Ralph

It’s been a blast! Our time at AISM has 
been such a positive experience with 
amazing learners and supportive people. 

Our Highlights:
• Book Week door victories

• Dress up days with awesome 
costumes  

• The greatest students  

• Art week explosions  

• International food & performances 

• Wonderful friendships

• Ms Shin’s sizzling step classes

• Winning basketball with Mr Cooper, 
Mr Jeremy & Mr Matherson 

Jordan &  
Jessica Redstone

Where has the time gone? It feels like 
only yesterday that I arrived in Malaysia 
and was meeting all the lovely students, 
parents, and staff at AISM. Thank you 
to my wonderful Year 3 students and 
grade partners for a terrific year. I hope 
everyone has a wonderful break and all 
the best for 2020. 

Kirsten Shinn

How many random acts of kindness will 
you do today? 

Mitchell Cooper

I started working at AISM in 2006 as a 
Teacher Aide. It has been a wonderful 
experience and journey for me here, and 
I have learned a lot. Thank you to those 
who have given me support and help 
while here, and Goodbye to All!

Ms Lilian

It is so ‘unreal’ that I am leaving this 
beautiful place! It has been a great 
journey for the past twelve and a 
half years. I want to thank AISM, and 
everyone for the trust you have had in 
me. With a grateful heart, I say thank 
you for all your support, friendship and 
encouragement you have given me over 
the years. The sweet memories which 
we shared together will remain forever. 

Ms Umi

What made me decide to stay at 
AISM was the warmth and support I 
experienced, and which permeated 
every facet of the school. The incident 
that comes clearly to mind was in my 
first ever term in 2003. I was asked to 
build a huge tree in the auditorium for 
the Senior Production of ‘A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream’. On the appointed 
Saturday I opened the auditorium 
door to find half the staff, including 
the Principal all there ready to help! It 
was there and then I decided that this 
was where I wanted to work, a decision 
I have not regretted. I have many fond 
memories of working with wonderful 
students and colleagues.

Pat Goonting

Leaving AISM is a bittersweet experience 
for me, after a long absence from 
Australia it will be good to return home 
and see my friends and family more 
often. However I will miss the school 
tremendously, the sense of community 
at AISM cannot be overstated and 
without a doubt this sense of community 
begins with the students themselves and 
branches out into everything the school 
does. I have seen this in how welcoming 
and inclusive the students are to new 
students and staff alike. Without a 
doubt I will miss my homeroom 7W, they 
are a wonderful group of students who 
never fail to brighten my day and I wish 
them and their families all the very best 
for the future.

Ty Grady
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Year in Review
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